
Turkey is the home of ancient civilizations, vibrant cultures, and world-renown cuisine. Once a popular destination, tourism 
has plummeted because of political instability and terrorism. The country is divided. Many Turkish citizens are suspicious of 
their neighbors and fearful of the future. 

Yet God is working among the many who call Turkey home. The Zazas—3 million worldwide—are related to the Kurds. A 
Muslim people, around half hold to the more open-minded Alevi Islam and half to the more conservative Sunni Islam. 

Kadir,* an Alevi Zaza fisherman, came to faith 
after clicking on a gospel video ad in an Internet 
café. “I just wanted to watch it again and again,” 
he said. After Kadir believed in Christ, he shared 
boldly, and one of his four brothers also believed.

Then persecution came. The villagers refused to 
buy fish from the “infidels.” Someone left a note—
signed by ISIS—on their car. It said: “We know who 
you are. We are going to finish you.” 

The stress wears them down, yet the fishermen 
continue in faith. Kadir and his family occasionally 
host Bible studies for their relatives. When their 
friends Umut* and Aysel* couldn’t afford firewood 
to heat their house, the fishermen opened their 
home. Umut and Aysel now believe in Jesus. 

This is the seed of an Alevi Zaza church in Turkey. Pray that this small group of believers will regularly study the Word together 
and that the Spirit will mature them. To receive prayer updates, please email Pray@pray4zaza.com.
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A PRAYING PEOPLE IMPACTING A LOST WORLD

All the Persian and Turkic peoples who call Central Asia home are unreached. Most Central Asians have no knowledge of 
biblical Christianity and are unaware that the gospel is good news.



The hardships they encounter often 
make them receptive to truth. Pray for 
open hearts as many hear the gospel.

5 DELHI, INDIA. Every week, believers 
teach English at a local school in a 

nearby village using Bible stories. Pray 
that they will be bold in sharing Christ 
with their students. Ask that lives will be 
transformed through the teaching of 
the Word.

6 HADRAMAUT YEMENI ARABS OF 
YEMEN. The tribal leaders are the 

most influential and powerful people in 
the Hadramaut. They are the decision-
makers for their entire tribe. Pray that 
tribal leaders will hear the gospel, 
believe, and carry it to their clans and 
tribes.

7 CENTRAL ASIAN PEOPLES. Across 
Turkey, God is opening doors for 

ministry to refugees. Pray for wisdom 
in outreach. Pray that travelers on the 
“refugee highway” through Turkey to 
Europe will encounter the gospel and 
be changed.  

8 NORDIC PEOPLES OF 
NORTHWESTERN EUROPE. Ask God 

to raise up local believers to plant 
new churches in Reykjavik and other 
parts of Iceland. Pray for a spiritual 
awakening in Iceland.

9 KHMER OF CAMBODIA. Many of the 
students who come to the Student 

Ministry Center in Cambodia have 
experienced sexual abuse. Pray for 
believers at the center as they begin 
a small group to help students find 
healing in Jesus. 

10 CENTRAL ASIAN PEOPLES. 
After recent political tensions, 

thousands of people in Turkey lost 
their jobs. Some even cut off ties with 
believers out of fear. Pray that they will 
call on Jesus to save them from their 
hopelessness.

11 DEAF PEOPLES. Kawsar*, a 
Deaf shop owner in South Asia, 

recently heard the gospel. Ask God to 
draw Kawsar to Himself. Pray for Cody 
and Carla Ridge* as they continue to 
share with the Deaf in this area.

12 ISOLATED PEOPLE GROUPS OF 
THE AMAZON. Five believers 

among an unreached people group 
with a population of 400 are learning 
Bible stories in their heart language. 
Pray that they will grow in their faith 
and share the stories with others.

13 CENTRAL ASIAN PEOPLES. Kurds 
in Turkey often feel marginalized 

and undervalued. Their adage even 
says, “Kurds have no friends but the 
mountains.” Pray for the gospel of 
peace to spread among the 13 million 
Kurds of Turkey.

14 CONAKRY, GUINEA. Workers 
recently began an evangelism 

training program in their local church. 
The believers are excited about the 
new tools they are acquiring. Pray for 
opportunities and for boldness to use 
what they are learning to reach out to 
those around them.

15 EAST ASIAN UNENGAGED 
PEOPLES. The Alxa Mongols, a 

Muslim people group in China, have 
a population of less than 30,000. There 

“Peace I leave with you; my peace I 
give to you . . . Let not your hearts be 
troubled, neither let them be afraid.” 
(John 14:27, ESV)

1 CENTRAL ASIAN PEOPLES. Secular 
Turks tend to be Muslim in name 

only. Other more religious Turks follow 
Islam fervently. Outside of Christ, 
however, all are captive to darkness. 
Pray that the Father will call the people 
of Turkey into His light.

2 BAPTIST CONVENTIONS OF THE 
CENTRAL SAHEL. Give thanks for 

the godly men leading in churches, 
associations, and conventions in the 
Central Sahel region of West Africa. 
Pray for vision and passion as they lead 
the church to reach the unreached 
peoples in their countries.

3 BAI AND NAXI OF CHINA. For years, 
a team of Bai workers have been 

faithful to share the gospel. Some have 
believed, but very few have been 
faithful to follow. The workers are weary 
and discouraged. Ask God to renew 
them with fresh hope for a spiritual 
awakening among their people.

4 CENTRAL ASIAN PEOPLES. Many 
migrant workers from countries like 

Turkmenistan and Kyrgyzstan move to 
Turkey to work and send money home. 



are no known Christians among them. 
Pray that gospel seeds will be planted 
and produce a great harvest.

16 CENTRAL ASIAN PEOPLES. Turks 
have strong communal ties. 

When a Turk begins following Jesus, his 
community often crumbles. Pray that 
God will build His kingdom in Turkey 
and provide a community for Turkish 
believers.

17 PEOPLES OF HIMACHAL 
PRADESH, INDIA. Pastor Charlie* 

was recently attacked and beaten by 
religious extremists. He was not seriously 
injured, but the area he serves in is a 
stronghold of traditional beliefs. Ask 
God to protect him, and pray that his 
light will shine brightly.

18 ISHELHAYN BERBERS OF 
NORTHERN AFRICA. Many 

Ishlehayn Berbers are hearing the 
gospel for the first time. Sarah* and 
Mike* enjoyed viewing the “JESUS” 
film in their heart language and have 
become genuine seekers. Pray for their 
salvation.

19 CENTRAL ASIAN PEOPLES. During 
a time of increased political 

tension, believers in Turkey find hope by 
trusting the sovereign plan of a good 
God. Pray that God will give strength, 

comfort, and endurance to believers 
as they read His Word and rely on His 
promises.

20 BUDAPEST, HUNGARY. Pray for 
the new Agora church-planting 

team in Budapest. Ask God to give 
them guidance and encouragement 
in this new work.

21 HO CHI MINH CITY, VIETNAM. A 
group of believers is sharing the 

gospel broadly in the city. Pray that 
they will be bold in their witness, and 
ask God to prepare the hearts of those 
they meet.

22 CENTRAL ASIAN PEOPLES. Pray 
that God will embolden Central 

Asian believers to share with others. 
Pray that unbelieving spouses will 
believe. Ask God to encourage those 
who suffer under persecution.

23 DEAF PEOPLES. A new worker 
among the Deaf of Southeast 

Asia wants to connect with more 
people, Pray that she will be accepted 
by the Deaf community.

24 NU OF COLOMBIA. National 
missionaries have seen a 

response to the gospel in two of the 
five Nu clans. Pray that Nu believers will 
join in sharing with the remaining three.

25 CENTRAL ASIAN PEOPLES. 
Relationships in Turkey are 

often marred by broken trust and 
unforgiveness, even in churches. 
Pray for unity in the body of Christ as 
members humbly love and serve one 
another.

26 JULA OF BURKINA FASO. Pray for 
the church plant in the village of 

Komara in Burkina Faso. Ask the Lord to 
grow their community. Pray for them to 
stand firm in the face of persecution.

27 PEOPLE OF TAIWAN. In Taiwan’s 
Taichung City, there are over 

2 million people and only 50 small 
Chinese Baptist churches. Pray for 
workers as they equip these churches 
for evangelism and discipleship.

28 CENTRAL ASIAN PEOPLES. Pray 
for Iranian believers in Turkey.  

Many are awaiting resettlement 
to a Western country. Pray for the 
strengthening and growth of Iranian 
churches in Turkey.  

29 BHUTAN. Six Bhutanese believers 
recently participated in a five-

day evangelism training. Pray James 
1:22 over them, asking that they will be 
“doers of the word, and not hearers 
only.”

30 NORTH AFRICANS OF BELGIUM. 
As one who has studied Islam, 

Yamina* is confident in what she 
believes. She acknowledges that Jesus 
lived, but denies that He died on the 
cross. Ask God to reveal to Yamina that 
Jesus is the Savior.

31 CENTRAL ASIAN PEOPLES. 
Christian workers in Turkey 

face a variety of challenges and 
uncertainties as they serve their 
churches and communities. Pray 
that God will give them strength and 
wisdom for every challenge. Pray that 
they will trust God’s promises and be 
encouraged daily.
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Refugees in Turkey Find Spiritual Home
Turkey is a country with instability and an uncertain future. Yet to a growing number of Kurdish Syrian refugees, it is a country 
of purpose and joy.

Two years before the war broke out in Syria, 
someone gave Kenan,* his brother Ahmet,* and 
their family the “JESUS” film. One by one, the 
family came to faith. Ahmet, the last to believe, 
started reading the Bible to his family each night. 

Later, soldiers tried recruiting the boys to fight. 
Ahmet escaped to Turkey and began working as 
an auto electrician. Months later, Kenan joined 
Ahmet. The night he fled Syria, he hid for hours at 
the border. “I prayed to Jesus to give me faith,” 
he recalled. 

Kenan and Ahmet faithfully attend a Bible study 
with other Kurds who have similar stories. Ahmet is 
full of joy, and Kenan shares his faith with anyone who will listen. 

“We hate the war. Our friends and family are suffering,” said Ahmet. “But we know that God has us in Turkey for a reason.”

Pray that God will save many refugees in Turkey and grow them in obedience and truth.
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